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TERM 4 WEEK 1 

Thursday 17 October 2019 

Many thanks to Mrs Kathy Stock who held the reins whilst I was on Long Service and Study Leave over the past 
month.  I was able to acquire grants from my Principal’s Association and from Independent Schools Queensland 
so Jasmine Deighton and I could attend, without cost to the school, a week’s tour of Innovative Schools in U.S.A.  
Of course this has given us many ideas to explore and I look forward to sharing them with you over the coming 
months.   

Whilst I was away, I added on some Long Service Leave and with my husband did a trip to Mexico (as the tour 
started in San Diego which is 1 hour’s drive from the border) and after our tour an 8 day cruise around Alaska.  
How fascinated we were with the massive amount of traffic at the Mexico/U.S.A. border (over 20 lanes of highway 
in and out of each country) and of course, the ‘wall’ which is really just a fence which is costing $US2.7 billion to 
erect.  We learnt the fence is actually just replacing a fence which was in place when George Bush was President 
but it was fascinating to see anyway.  In Alaska, I was amazed by the glaciers we visited.  Due to the unseasonal 
warm weather, we were able to see the ice melting in large shards and splashing into the ocean.  How majestic is 
God’s creation in these places such as Alaska – His handwork on display in so many areas we visited.  

It is lovely to refresh and relax from time to time but also fantastic to be back at school.  I missed the students, 
parents and staff of Grace enormously.  I especially was grateful to return for our Trivia Night organised by Talluah 
Harper and Jo Forrest as it was such a wonderful community event enjoyed by everyone who attended.  

I am looking forward to an exciting and busy term 4 with our Grace community. Trudy Moala, Principal 



Message from Pastor Mark 

Some of the questions parents sometimes have is, ‘Should I let my children watch the television news? With 
so many different media in television, radio, newspapers, magazines, and the Internet, children may see or 
hear the news many times a day. And seeing or hearing this news may cause some children to experience 

stress, anxiety, and fears. 

There are many suggestions for helping children engage with the world in which they live. Being aware of the world 
ourselves, and seeking to understand things, is important. Monitoring the amount of time your child watches  
television, and interacts with other media, is also important. But there comes a time when it is good to watch the news 
with your child.  

When we do so, it is good to already know some of the things they will see, help explain events, and provide  
reassurance. This allows parents to lessen the potential negative effects of the news and to discuss their own ideas 
and values. While children cannot be completely protected from outside events, parents can help them feel safe and 
help them better understand the world around them. 

In the Holy Gospel for this Sunday (Luke 18:1-8) there is a fascinating parable told by Jesus. He told a story of a  
widow who experienced injustice, but the local authority did not seem to care. But she persisted. Jesus then said, 
“And will not God bring about justice for His chosen ones, who cry out to Him day and night?” And we are told, “Jesus 
told His disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up.” 

We live in a world with many challenges. Sometimes we are upset by it. But one of the one of the great comforts we 
have is that we can take things to God in prayer in Jesus’ name.  

Community of Grace 
A reminder that Grace Lutheran Congregation worship each Sunday at 8:30am and 5:30pm. On Sunday 27

th
 October 

there will be a ‘Together With Service’ at 8:30 am in the School Hall. There is also a Sunday School on the 2
nd

 and  
4

th
 month as part of morning worship. And we have a playgroup, ‘Mainly Music’, on Thursday at 9am during school 

terms. 

Together in Christ. 
Pastor Mark 

Email: mark.brinkmann@lca.org.au    Phone: 0499 014 189 

  

mailto:mark.brinkmann@lca.org.au


Digital Devices are Tools for Learning when at School 

The School’s BYOD Year 4-6 iPad Program has been a successful  
innovation for Grace Lutheran Primary School. The joys of seeing your 
child’s work and progress being displayed via the See Saw Digital Porfolio 

App is a wonderful way of communicating student learning.  

There are some parents however, who would state that having the BYOD iPad 
Program in place has caused challenges as well as joys. Others would argue that 
they have had to become ‘police parents’, requiring them to put week-end screen 
time limits or stringent guidelines in place for device usage at home to support 
their child achieve wellbeing and balance in their day. 

At Grace Lutheran Primary School, technology devices are used as ‘learning tools’. The Apps installed have been 
used in the regular classrooms, as well as in Specialist subject lessons from time to time. As each minute is valuable 
for learning at school, student Ipad usage is focused primarily on purposeful learning, across the subject areas.  

At school each student is expected to have read and signed the Students Technology Code of Conduct after their 
teachers have explained the usage expectations and what occurs when students break this conduct code.  

This code empowers students to be the master of their learning and to develop due respect to others by allowing them 
full concentration time on learning, without distracting them. 

It is vital that school and home work together to allow personal devices (phones, iPads, wearable technology) to be 
used for learning only purposes whilst on the school premises. It is with partnership in mind that parents respect that 
the school is a learning place and that their child’s device is not to be used as a communicate tool between  
themselves and their child. Students know that sending emails, texting, airdropping images, messaging or phoning 
during the school day or at waiting time is not permitted. Students have received strong follow up consequences for 
using their Ipad to communicate with others during school time. 

Partnership between home and school and respecting one another’s perspective is vital for your child’s learning and 
growth at Grace. It is with this joint understanding in mind, that parents are reminded NOT to communicate with their 
child through their child’s personal device during the school day. If parents choose to do this, it is distracting for their 
child and takes them away from learning, which is their core purpose for attending school. 

Our Reception staff are able to pass on emergency messages such as: changes in pick up time and whether they 
need to catch a bus or attend GOSHC, to your child directly, if given a reasonable time frame in which to do so. 

An outstanding BYOD Year 4-6 iPad program involves a strong supportive partnership, mutual trust and respect  
between Students, Home and School. At Grace, our community of supportive families and dedicated teachers, makes 
this indeed, a very achievable goal.   



Sport News 
Term 4 Preview 
Term 4 is shaping up to be a busy and exciting term for sports. We have one last NISSA Gala Day at the end 
of Week 4, Senior Swimming Carnival at the end of Week 5 and the Junior Swimming Celebration at the end 
of Week 6, then our Jump Rope for Heart jump off at the end of week 7. What a way to finish the year! If you 

are able to help out at any of these events, please contact Mr Denny. All help is welcome!  
 
Jump Rope for Heart 
This term we are running the Jump Rope for Heart program. This program is an  
initiative of the Heart Foundation that aims to get students physically active and 
aware of heart health through a fundraising campaign. Details have gone home via 
email and a handout has been given to all students. We are looking forward to our 

Jump Off Day on 22 November! Happy Skipping!  
 
Grace Running Club 
The Grace Running Club is back again each Thursday mornings. All students in  
Yr 2-6 welcome to join in!  

NISSA News 
We have one last NISSA Gala Day for 2019. On Friday the 1 November students in Years 4-6 will once again be  
participating in their chosen sport. After this final Gala Day students will begin training for the 2020 chosen sport 
which they have been choosing over the last two weeks.  

Oliver Denny, Sports Coordinator  
 

Library News 
Just a reminder online Scholastic Book Club orders close midday Monday 21 
October.  This is the last one for the year and may provide a great opportunity 
to purchase Christmas gifts or holiday surprises. 

Families can order online via 'Loop' which can be found at this address:  

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx   

Cash payment are due to Reception by tomorrow 18 October.  If paying by 
cash, please have the correct amount in an envelope with your child’s name 
and class clearly marked on order and envelope.  Late orders can still be 
placed but will incur a home delivery fee. 

Thanks for supporting our Library through Book Club purchases this year. 

Elaine Varley, Library Aide 

Christmas Cards for Farmers 

The SRC group and the Wednesday ‘Helping Hands’ group are  

making Christmas cards for our farmers for the next three weeks. It is 

our hope that by doing this special gesture of care, that farmers know 

that they are being thought of and prayed for at this time of hardship. 

Our students enjoy being engaged in helping others and this supports 

service learning and the development of having and showing empathy 

for others. These are qualities that the school sees as important to 

promote in our students. 

 Link: https://www.ruralaid.org.au/christmascards4farmers/?
utm_campaign=shareaholic&utm_medium=email_this&utm_source=email 
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STEM-X 11 November at 4.30pm  

This is an opportunity for you to show off what you know about science, technology, engineering and mathematics.   

Students can work by themselves, with a team or family members.  We want to see what creative minds the students 
at Grace Primary have. 

This year, there is a major prize of a Samsung tablet and all GLPS participants have an opportunity of winning this 
amazing prize. 

Books will be available in the library to help inspire you.  We encourage children from each year level to enter. 

Due to the size of the event, displays cannot use mains power or have strong chemicals.  We suggest using  
ingredients that can be found in the kitchen. 

More information will be provided closer to the date. 

Ricky Harper, STEM  

School Disco - Friday 25 October  
Our School Disco is on Friday 25 October in the  
Performing Arts space.  
 
Tickets are $10 which includes a glowie, chips 

and a popper. Purchase tickets via Flexischools 

or pay at Reception. 



At the end of last term, Prep to Year 6 were involved in helping 
the needs of our community. Each year level did a different  
project.  Students shopped and organised hampers for Bayside 
Community Care, sewed pouches out of recycled clothing for 
wildlife who have lost their mothers, painted rocks with positive 
messages to place along the seafront at Pelican Park, read to 
residents of St Catherine’s Day Respite Centre, made nesting 
boxes for the Wildlife Service, made banners for our hall and 
made table cloths and place mats for the Redcliffe Breakfast 
Club. 

Students had great fun being involved in their projects and 
learnt much about giving to others. 



After the success of our family tour of Japan in 2018, we are excited to announce our next International Tour which 
will be to China for parents, grandparents and students in the September holidays, 2020.   If you would like to know 
more about this tour, Mrs Moala will host a meeting in the library on Thursday, 17 October at 6:00pm to discuss the 
itinerary and payment schedule.   

For Adults and Children, the tour will cost $3800 per person and will include all international and internal flights, all 
accommodation (approximately 4 star), Chinese visas, 3 meals per day, an air conditioned coach for all internal 
travel and a tour guide to help negotiate the cities which we will visit.  Grace Staff will also accompany depending on 
numbers who sign up for the tour. 

Payments will be done progressively and will include a $500 per person non-refundable deposit to be paid by  
November 1 and then part payments of $500 at the end of January, February, March, April, May with the remainder 
($300) to be paid by the end of July.  For the tour to go ahead,  a minimum of 25 participants will be required.  

Our last tour participants have made life – long friendships and many people who did not attend wished they had so 
don’t miss out on this wonderful opportunity to explore  
China as a group of parents and students from Grace  
Lutheran Primary School.     

Trivia Night 
What a wonderful night.  Thank you to all the parents who came along.  We want to specially thank the Grace staff 
for making Trivia Night such an amazing night. 



What’s Coming Up at Grace Primary  

   
   

Thursday 17 October  2020 China Tour Info Evening 6pm Library 

Friday 18 October 
Prep Swimming 
Chapel 8.40am Hall 

Monday 21 October  Student Free Day 

Tuesday 22 October  Year 3 Swimming 

Friday 25 October  
World Teacher’s Day 

School Disco (pay online now) 

Sunday 27 October  Together With Service 8.30am 

Upcoming Events:   

Friday 8 November Year 3-6 Swimming Carnival 

Monday 11 November  STEM-X 

Friday 15 November  Prep – 9 years old Swimming Celebration 

Monday 2 December  Year 6 Graduation - Grace Church Service 6pm 

Friday 6 December  Carols on the Green 

Follow us on Facebook 

Please like us on Facebook and keep updated on what's  
happening around the school.  

www.facebook.com/GraceLuthPS 


